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ADbstract

The biopower andisys proposed by Michd Foucault conssted in the studies of rationdization
governmenta practices of biologica control of populations. hedth, hygiene, natdity, longevity.
This control was exerced through techniques of discipline imposed to the individuals which were
fundamentally based on the emprisonment of bodies in schoals, hospitals, factories and prisons.
Nevertheless, the crids of the disciplinary society manifest itsdf by the appearance of new
practices of power, new technologies and new socid actors. The development of genetic
enginneering has alowed the emergence of a new technologica paradigm attached to a new
cycle of capitd reproduction. In that case, the biopower is no longer a matter of rationalization
of government practices but a rationalization of capita expansion through the control of genetic
recombinations.

This new form of power isjoined to amore genera power of production and commercidization
regulation of technology which is based on the norm. The normative gpparatus of society
legitimates its power through an gpparent scientific neutrdity capable to arbitrate the disputes of
different actors interests involved in the new technologica paradigm.

The am of this paper is to analyse the regulation practices of Genetically Modified Organismsin
USA and BUJ as aprocess of dispute between different actors. This dispute is expressed by the
regulatory expert knowledge as a source of the normative power. We pretend thus to
understand the evolution of inditutions (laws, norms, principles, rules) as an outcome of force
relations which represent the diversity of actors (biotechnology firms, NGOs, governmenta
agencies) and the interests involved.
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